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NOTE: The Rules of the Road Committee (RORC) was created by the Executive Committee as an adhoc committee of the NCUTCD to address changes the “Rules of the Road” of the Uniform Vehicle Code (UVC).  This occurred because the National Committee on Uniform Traffic Laws and Ordinances (NCUTLO) went into hiatus pending a viable funding source in June of 2009.  This left a void that the NCUTCD believes needs to be filled, and no other technical or professional group came forward to fund such an activity.  Even copies of the previous UVC are no longer available to provide guidance on such model laws and rules to States and local governments.  As individual changes are proposed and approved by sponsors and the NCUTCD, they will be posted on the NCUTCD web site as recommendations of the Committee.   The recommendations are not part of the MUTCD and as such have no status with the FHWA.  

The RORC contains representatives of each of the Technical Committees. 
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AFFECTED SECTIONS OF UVC
 12-705
SUMMARY:  





This change improves the language authorizing supplementary lights and reflectors on bicycles.
The full unedited wording of the current section is shown below:

§ 12-705 Additional lights or reflectors authorized 

A bicycle or its rider may be equipped with lights or reflectors in

addition to those required by the foregoing sections. These lights

and/or reflectors may be LED or regular, steady or flashing, as long as

they comply with the requirements or limitations of the department.
DISCUSSION:RECOMMENDED CHANGES TO “RULES OF THE ROAD, UVC” 
The added wording conforms the colors of additional lights on bicycles to those which are standard at the front and rear of vehicles. Note that amber lights or reflectors, front, side  or rear, must always be in addition to the required white and red lights. “Approved by the department” language is unnecessary and ambiguous and may exclude the brightest (SAE automobile) reflectors. “LED or regular” wording is unnecessary and inaccurate, because “regular” is not defined. In any case, performance is important, not the type of light source, and LED lights now dominate the market.
§ 12-705 Additional lights or reflectors authorized 
A bicycle or its rider may be equipped with lights or reflectors in addition to those required by the foregoing sections. These lights Lights and/or reflectors may be LED or regular, steady or flashing, as long as they comply with the requirements or limitations of the department. Any such lights or reflectors displaying to the front or sides shall be colorless or amber and those displaying to the rear shall be red or amber.
VOTE: 
____ For, ____ Against, 
___ Abstentions
Page 2of 2

